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Who then is a Faithful & Wiſe Servant, whom bis | 
Lord hath made ruler over his Houſbold, fo 1 
give them Maat in due Seaſon ? | 
| Bleſſed is that Servant whom his Lord when * 
2 ſhall find ſo Doing. 
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Study to ow: thy ſelf Approved unto 6 0D, 
a Workman that Needeth not to be 4 ſhamed, 
ec Dividing the Word of Truth. - 


their grave and Reverent Attention ; 


ing to Imagine that it was a Time 


f 
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EFOR E Ibegin to Conſider che Words 
now read, I would firſt Apply my If 
to this Numerous Aſſembly roheſpeak 


have { often ſeen {ach offenſive Diforders 
upon ſuch Occaſions as theſe, People 2 
en 
they might allow themſelves more Lid ty, 

And Forgetting, | 12 chat they were ny 75 
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8 The Work of Miniſters, 
Awful Preſence of GOD & alſo the Imporz 


tance of this great Solemnity, that I cannot 
but think it Neceſſary to lay in a Caut ion now 


at the Beginning, that there may be no rude, 


Light or Unſeemly Behaviour in this Aſſem- 
bly this Day : The Solemn Separation of any 
Perſon to the Work of the Sacred Miniftry 
( upon which the welfare of many Immortal 


Fouls doth ſo much Depend ) is a thing fo 
weighty, that Every one who are preſent as 


witneſſes at ſuch a Solemnity, ſhould come 
Prepared with the. ſpirit of Piety to aſſiſt as 
they are able with their Prayers and good 
wiſhes, that this may turn to the Glory of 
God, the Advancement of Chriſt's Kingdom 


and che Edification of his Church: 


WHERE FORE Promiſing my ſelf 


that you will all take this ſhort Premonition 


in good part, I now proceed to. Conſider the 
words of the Text which have been read. 


HEY are Part of the Many Coun- 
ſels, Charges & Directions which 
Paul the Apoſtle, Paul the Aged, 
gave to his Son Timothy, who had 
been aceounted fo faithful as to 
be put into the Goſpel Miniſtry. 


I would he too long to Inſiſt upon or even 
p08 Mention at this time, the many other Exhor- 
Ae ſꝗions which he gave kim, whither $2 the 


fore 


_ 8 a 
„ 


mer or this Second Epiſtle: Both of them ſhould 
or= be frequently read and Conſidered by the Mini- 
not I ers of the Goſpel that they may know the 
ow better how to Carry themſelves in the Church 
de, of God, © . ITT ; 
am- IN this Chapter, beſides many other parti- 
an) WW cular Charges, he gives him this in the Text, 


try that he ſhould Study to ſhew himſelf Approved unto 


rtal God, a Workman, &c. and that both in his pub- 


Addreſſes to particular perſons. 


ne HERE ſeems to be a manifeſt alluſion to 


t as Artificers, whither of this or that profeſſion, 
Some are Skilful & Acute and have no Need to 
of IN be aſhamed of the work which they do, Others 
lom ¶ are Unskilful and Inexpert, They be not ſo well 
If ſeen in the Myſteries which they profeſs, and 
their works or productions do by no means 
ſelf Commend their Skill, They may be aſhamed to 
Own that ever they were done by them; _ 
the THUS in handling the Myfteries of Faith, 
the Apoſtle would have Timothy (and conſe- 
quently all other Goſpel Miniſters ) to be wiſe, 
accurate & Expert, that when he ſhould come to 
look back upon his performances, he might have 
no occaſion to bluſh at the Errors, the Blunders 
and miſtakes which he had committed; 


but poor and Indifferent Judges of theſe matters, 
They may be apt co Complain, Cenſure & Con- 
demn without a Cauſe, as if miniſters had fail'd 


— rightly to Divide theWord of Truth, 7  * 


lick Preaching of the Word, and more private 


IT is very True, there are many men that are. 


in this point, Exceeded in that and miſtook 


: them 
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themſelves much in the other, when really they 
have acquitted themſelves Worthily and well; 
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or Contempt that is poured upon us by man. 
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and it is owing to Peoples Ignorance or preju- 
dice or fondneſs for this or that way of Sin, 
which they do not care to part with, that they 
thus 4 Here I may botrow the Apoſtle's 
words which he uſeth in another Caſe, Thou verily 
veſt thanks well, but the other is not Edified. 

AND therefore theApoſile propoſeth, that he 
ſhould have God principally in his Eye, to whom 
he ſhould aim toCommend himſelf in every part 


of his Conduct, and whoſe Judgment is always 


according to Truth „Study to ſhew thy ſelf approved 
unto 60 D, a Workman i. that Needeth not to be a. 


ſhamed; 5 Fg 


IF the Lord Approves ind Accepts of us, we 
need not Value the blame and diſcommendation 
FARTHER, We may Obferve ' that th 
Skill lies principally i in rightly Dividing the mor 
of Truth; Miniſters muſt take care to preach the 
Truth and that Truth which is revealed and 
Contained in the Scriptures, This is the Rule, 
the Canon. the Book to which we muſt ever Ap, 
peal, from wherice all Doctrines muſt be Fetch'd 
and by it all Controverſies, muft be Decided; 


This word of Truth muſt be rightly Divided or 


rightly bardled;as fome think the word might be 


8 more properly rendered. Some have thought it 
ts be a Metaphor, borrow'd from the Sacrifices 


of old which the Prieſts were to be very Exact 


S 25 Nice in Cutting n into Moir: 


* 


9 ” iu Divide the Ward f 7 ah 
diſtributing to every one their ſeveral * 


whither to God, to be wholly Conſum'd by fire, 
Or to them that waited and moved at the Altar, 
or to the Offerersz 

” OTHBRS have thou ght it to be rather 
Borrowed from the careful Diftribution of food, 
whither at a Table or in a Family, that none 
might want their fitting ſhare, And ſo it may 
be well Explained by that paſſage of our bleſſed 
Saviour, in, Luk. 12. 42. Who then is that faithful 
and wiſe Steward,tvhom his Lord 
his bouſhold, to give them their portion of meat in due 
ſeaſon, But the meaning & Intent of the phraſe. 
may be tarther Conſidered afterwards; _ 

IN the Laft Place, that Timothy may be able 
to do this, He is Directed to Study or give Dili- 
gence and do his beſt Endeavour; This is the 
ſum of the Charge deliver d in the Text. 


WHERBFORE in the Farther ſpeaking. 5 


to theſe words | ſhall Conſider 


firſt. TX HAT Mitter of the Goſpel; ſhould 
look upon it as their 3 rightly to Divide 
the word of Truth. 

Secondly. THAT EY they do fo, they may 
Paſs for Workmen. that need not be aſham'd,_ 


Thirdly -THAT their Principal Aim here in 
ſhould be to Approve themſelves to GOD. 


Fourthly,, IT H AT they ſhould Seh 1 
Mligencs and uſe ic beſt Endeavour for * 
B 


- 


ſhall make ruler over © 
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| * 9 mn Work of Miniffers, 


Termed Miniſters of the Word and their Work is 


to whom they are ſent. They muſt acquaint their 


of God, And the Apoſtle ſpeaks of their being 


prehend diverſe particulars in its mean ing. 


4s FHAT Miniſters do deliver the 1 Coun- 


it is proper and profitable for them to know, 


20. 27. For I have not ſhunned to declare unto you al 


pat in Truſt with the Goſpel, This is the Treaſurt 67 


* « 0 2 ö 


LS ; 


L 1 than Conſider, THAT Mitifters of 58 h 
Goſpel, ſhould-look upon it as their Work, riohtly to ® 
Divide the word of Truth. Hence they are 4 


deſcribed to be the Miniſtry of the Word. Act. 6 4. 
But we will give our ſelves continually to Prayer and 
to the Miniſtry of the Word. And they are faid to 
be Stewards of ?the Grace of God, i e the Word of 


is Grace. 1. Pet. 4. 10, 11. As every man bath 


received the gift, even ſo miniſter the ſame one 10 


another, 4s good Stewards of the maniſeld grace of 
God. If any man ſpeak, let him ſpeak as the Oracles 95 


made able miniſters of the New Teſtament. 2 Cor 3 6 als 
Their work and buſineſs is to Preach the Goſpel, 

Now this right Dividing or right Handling 
the word of Truth, here ſpoken of, may Com- 


AS - / 


ſel of God & keep back Nothing of the Truth, which 
bath been Committed to their Traſt, from the People 


Hearers with the whole Scheme of the Chriſtianſ.** 
Doctrine and not ſuppreſs any Principles which 


So the Apoſtle Paul declares that he did. Ad. 


the Counſel of God, The Doing, of this is a part 
of Faithfulneß as well as of Skil. Miniſters are 


- that | 


* 


Aa 


* for them to know; Not that we cen ſuppoſe 
. hat this ſhould be done by them in every Ser- 
45% mon they preach, but they muſt take their times 
to for it in the Courſe of their Miniſtry, And 
or chis brings me to % 2 ment he 
75 2. THIS rightly Dividing or Handling the 


0 word of Truth, comprehends in it farther, that 


to deliver the various Truths of Religion. It was 
s ſplways look'd upon as a part of Wiſdom to 
14 diſcern Time & Judgment, To know what and 
when and upon what occaſion we ſhould ſpeak; 


Ithey are at Others. There is what we may call 


vieh lany part of Divine Truth is Labouring, called in 
Queſtion and endeavoured to be Obſcured and 
run down whither by weak or ill- minded men, 


nichllin its Defence, to open our Mouths and plead 
for it, that ſo Error and Miftake may not take 
place in its, room. Again, There are ſome 
Truths which at ſome Times ein' t be born, they 
would quite Over - ſet people when their Judg- 


their Improvements little, We muſt ſtay a while, 
that til they are ſomewhat. 
1 1 „ 


Miniſters do take the moſt ſuitable Times and Seaſons : 


Irheſe and thoſe Truths are more ſeaſonable & 
fir to be Inſiſted upon at ſome Times than 


the Preſent Truth, the Truth of the Day, When 


Now it is proper for us, as we may, to ſtand up 


arel ments are weak, their Senſes unexercis d and 


better grown in Grace 


N * — 9s. wy 


ac "F f : * ; 88 Fi . 
rightly to Divide the Word of Truth, 7 

hat is put'in theſe Earthen Veſſels andãt is meant 
or the uſe of the Church, People muſt be 
aught all things which the Lord hath delivered 


S8 de Work of Minifters,\ 
and Wiſdom, before 
before them, | 


Truths would only Irritate inſtead of Edifying, 
They would ſtun and Amaze people and lay oc- 
_ © cafions of ſtumbling before them inſtead of pro 
fiting of them, We muſt ſtay till they are calm 
and Compoſed and in better temper and condi 
tion to receive them. Miniſters muſt Endeavou 
to hit the right Seaſons and Time things well 4. 
And probably this is part of the meaning whe «: 
wer directed rightly to Divide the Word off þ 
Truth, We may remember what is ſaid of ou 


Dale he the word unto them as they were able to hea 
it; And what the Apoſtle Paul faith of his ow 


it, Neither et nom are 2 able. 


their Auditors. It is one of the Qualifications o 
2 Biſhop ſet down in this Epiſtle, that he muf 
be apt to Teach, And indeed it is a particula 
Talent to be able happily to. Convey the true & 
Juſt Notions of things into Peoples minds, whic 


ſet this eher Meal ſ 


SOMETIMES the Delivering of certain 


Saviour, Mark 4. 33. And with many ſuch Parableſ i oi 


praftiſe. x Cor. 3. 2. 1 have fed you with milk ani 
not with meat; for Hitherto ye were not able ta be: 


T 

DR > THIS rightly Dividing.ar Handling the ti 
Word of Truth, may comprehend in it farther Je 

that Adiniſters ſhould Endeavour to make what the g 
deliver plain, familiar and Eaſie to the Capacity of w 


3 we are Deſirous to Inform them about, P. 
ON the other hand, a cloudy and Myſterioufi »: 
way ol Delivering chivgs Ho ſoever ſome Perc 


ſon 


— * 


bh to | Divide the Word / Truth. ES ; 1 


help it; when they either Sbar aloft & fly above 
the heads of the Auditory,Or elſe meanly Grovel 
below all rational meaning, this is like talking 
inan Unknown Tongue and it doth not os to 
be rightly to Divide the Word of Truth. ; 


4. THIS rightly Dividing the Ward « of 
Truth, may comprehend in it alſo, that Miniſters 
do inſe more Frequently and Earneſtly upon the main 


ſparingly upon the Leſſer and more Circumſt anti al. 

INDEED every Truth of Religion is preci- 
ous & the ſhreds & filings of Chriſtian Doctrine 
muſt not be Loft, yet there ſhould be a meaſure 
obſerved in Infiitng upon Doctrines in proporti- 
on to their weight, for there are ſome things in 
Chriſtianity that are of more Importance to be 


tial points than others, ſuch as the Doctrine of 
Jeſus Chrift, his Undertaking, Accompliſhing & 
going thro? wich the work of our Redemption 
The way & method of our obtaining an Intereſt 


Right Hand of GOD and the like, Theſe things 
ſhould be chiefly & mainly Inſiſted upon by the 


Paul tells the Corinthians. x Cor. 2. 2. For 1 Deter- 
TR and big reed Nothing! in me, * 


ſons may affect it & others can ſcarce tell how to 


and more Important Points of Chriſtianity, and more \ 


known, believed and done, than other. things, - 
Theſe we call Fundamentals as being more/Eſſen- 


when the Word was made Fleſh and dwelt aviong 1s, 


in his Merits, Mediation and Interceſſion at the 


Miniſters of the Goſpel, Accordingly the Apoſtle. 
mined not to know any thing among you, ſave Feſws 


ſparingly upon theſe Heads and content them- 


5 0 in Deſcribing and Commend ing Moral 


cautions againſt in this chapter. 2 Tim. 2. 14. 23. 
Charging them before the Lord, that they ſtrive 


ber that they are not Engaged about any Trifling 


Voation; The Life of Peoples Souls Depend: 


g Fd 


J 


| Ry 4 Je Work of Minifters. 


of this, Seton but what might ſome way or d- pe 
ther be reduced to this, This was the beloved '” 


Topick which he meant to dwell upon, and he e 
5 could ſcarce Think, or Talk, or Preach about any 


thing elſe ; Now it Miniſters {hould ſpeak more ul 


ſelves only to give ſome hints at them ſometimes 
by the by, while their whole Time and Pains is nd 


Virtues or Expoſing their contraries ( tho theſe '!"* 
are things which may alſo well be done in their 
Place and Seaſon ) Or (which is worſe) ſhould H 
ſpend all their Heat and Zeal about leſſer and Ad! 
more Diſputable Points, altho they ſhould hap- nd 
pen to be on the right fide of the Queſtion, this at 
is not rightly to Divide the Word of Truth, but 
rather to fall into that fault which the Apoſtle 


not about word. to no profit, but to the ſubverting of 
the hearers ; But fooliſh and unlearned Queſtions 
void, knowing my * do gender Ari fes. wy 


5. THIS rightly! Dividing or Handling 
the Word of Truth, may Comprehend in it, 
that Miniſters do oliver theſe things, with all Gra: 
vity, Solemnity & Authority, They muſt remem- 


matter, but Ant they are as the mouth of the 


Lord to the People and are treating with them 
about things that concern their Everlaſting Sal- 


en 


2 . to Divide the Ward of. Trath. 11 = : 


d: (pon the good or. bad ſucceſs of their Miniftra- Fe 


ions, therefore there ſhould be an air of Seriouſ- 
els, Zeal, Earneſtneſs, Gravity and Authority 
n their whole Deportment, - as. becomes thoſe 
yho would fain ſucceed, gain People over toJeſus 
hriſt & bring them into a condition of Safety; 


nd mind more the Flouriſh & Sound of words, 
han the Weight and Importance of things; 
„hen all their aim is to Imbelliſn their Diſcourſes 
vich the finery of Rhetorick, or to ſtrike, the 


10 maginations of the Auditory and raiſe their 
nd dmiration, rather than Inform their Judgment 
= Change their hearts; When they care not 
pio tell People of their Sin, Danger and Miſery, 


ure chey have fiudied a Quaint Speech to deliver 
gelbe matter in, This is only to play and Trifle, 
This is to handle the Word of God Deceitfully, And 
t can never be thought; that this!! is nenn to 
divide the word of Truth. 


6 THIS nel Dividing or Handling the 
ord of Truth may Comprehend in it, that 
iniſters deliver their Doctrines, with ſome Commens 
lable Method, Connection and Exact neſs. 

As it is very Agreeable and Entertaining to 
ee Husbandmen Neat about their Buſineſs, and 
heir Fields lying in an Exact and beautiful Or- 


1 ler, And on the other hand, it offends the Eye 
eme pals by the dug gards field and behold it overrun 
Salih Bryars and Thorns * the Fen wal thereof 


roken Denn een 75 
l | | 5 A D 


whereas when Miniſters are Light and Trifling - 


is Tue Work of Miniſters, 
AND as it almoſt puts us out of concelfi 
with an Artificer when he is Coarſe and Slight 
and Slovenly about his work and doth- by u. 
means come up to the Blegancy and Exactneſ 
of his Brethren ; So it is Expected from Mi 
niſters, that in this reſpect they ſhew themſelve 
Workmen that need not to be aſhamed, Tha 
they do not entertain their Auditoryes with In 
cohærent and Empty Diſcourſes, without Sen. 
or Meaning, Method or Order, Filled up wit 
Rambling Excurſions, Unneceſſary Expletive 
and vehement Accents, that no rational Per ſoſ 
can tell what they Mean or Drive at, nor they 
themſelves give any Tolerable account of it] 
Like them in 1 Tim. t. 6,7. From which ſome havin 
ſwerved, have turned aſide to vain Fangling, Deſirin 
to be teachers of the Law, underſtanding neither wha 
they ſay, nor whereof they affirm, Noiſe & Loud 
Fel "neſs and a great deal of Buſtle and Adoe in th 
. delivering of things, tho' it may take ſtrange! 
with ſome Injudicious People, yet it will be 
little real ſervice, if care be not taken at th 
fame time to Digeſt and Diſpoſe what is Deli 
vered into a proper method; We read in 1 Co 
14. 7, 8. And even things without Life giving ſound 
wyherher pipe or harp, except they give a diſtinctic 
in the ſounds, bow ſhall it be known bat is piped a 
. baryed ?. For if the Trumpet give an uncertain (0un! 
who ſhall prepare himſelf to the Battle ? So that it 
not the Loudneſs of the Noiſe which is made, bu 
the Diſtinction of the Sounds that is to be Minded 
When we hear ſome great noiſe made . 
e 8 8 | theſ 
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rightly to Divide the Nord of Truth. 13 
ne ſe Inſtruments, we may indeed tell that ſome- 
hing is the matter; but without the Diſtinqtion 
f Sounds, no man can tell what. Now this may 
ot only have reference to ſpeaking in a luoun or 
nknown Tongue, (which is the caſe that the A- 
oſtle inſtanceth in) but alſo to the Plainneſs, 
e Method & Inſtructiveneſs of the Diſcourſe.” 


7. THIS rightly Dividing or Handling the 
a ord of Truth, Comprehends in it that Mini ſters 
careful to give to every one their proper Portion: 
ven in thoſe Early Times, they preach'd to 
neh ixed Aſſemblies and Poſſibly it is much more 
ii Now; Every one ſhould have their portion 
igned them with much Care and Judgment. 
he Lambs muſt be fed as well as the Sheep, They 
at require ſtronger Meat, muſt have it Diligent- 
ſet before them, and they that uſe or can bear 
ly Ailt, muſt not be Neglected. Luk: 12.42. 
ho then # that faithful & wiſe ſteward: whom his 
ord ſhall make ruler over his houſhold,” to give them 
eir portion of meat in due ſeaſon? ? 


HERE, to be a little particular; 
FDF niet iid toy apt © oe 


SOME are Jpnorant'; And that whither; 
ro the Tenderneß of "their Tears (For under- 
ding is not born with us) or the Negligence 
their Education, or the Slenderneſs of their Capa- 
ies, Theſe muſt be Taught with all Diligence, 
"th Publickly & from Houſe to Houſe, Minifterg 

We Teachers and muſt be a kind of Spiritual Pa- 

_—_— C - " 


14 * The Work of Miniſters, 
rents to theſe, Endeavouring to inſtill the Prin- 
ciples of Religion into them, uſing Precept upon 
precept and Line zpon line, it haply they may be 
bro't to anderſtand Doctrine. | | 
AGAIN, Some are Careleſs, Indifferent and 
Unconterned about the matter, They ſcarce Trou- 
ble themſelves whither theſe things are true or 
falſe. They give them the Hearing, as they doſWec 
other Common matters; but are not aware of Wai 
what Importance or Concernment they are untoflot 
them, Theſe muſt be rowzed up by the moſt A- 
wakening Confiderations to apply their hearts unto 
yu m | | 
AGAIN, Some have ſuck'd in ill Principles, Wpe: 
not Agreeable to the form of Sound words or the fro 
Doctrine that is after Godlineſs. Theſe muſt be 
made ſenſible of their Miſtakes, and great pains 
muſt be taken with them for their Conviction, Ni 
if God peradventure may give them repentance to the 
Acknowleaging of the Truth. Accordingly, it is 
reckon'd up among the Qualifications of aBifhop, i 
that he ſhould be able by ſound Doctrine, both t1 
Exhort and Convince the gainſayers. Tit. 1. 9. 
Farther, of theſe, Some are more obſtinate inthe 
miſtakes, who not only miſs the Truth, but bold- 
1y oppoſe it, with Rudeneſs and Clamour, In. Pod 
duſtriouſly Propagating and Diſſeminating cheit 
Errors that they may draw away followers afte! 
them, Theſe muſt be conftantly withſtood, not] 
only endeavouring to tonvince them by ſounc 
reaſoning, but by all other proper methods tc 
Stop their Mouths, Tit. 2. 10, 11, For there a 

8 | man) 


rightly to Divide the Word of Truth, 15 
Vany unruly & vain Talkers and Deceivers, eſpecially 
hey of the Circumciſion, who/e mouths muſt be ſtop- 
ved, who ſubvert whole Houſes, teaching things 
which they ought not, for filthy lucre's ſake, 
AGAIN, Many of our Auditors are Uncon- 
erted, They are as yet in the Gall of Bitterneſs 
and Bond of Iniquity. That chauge is not yet paſs 
Jed upon them, without which our Lord hath 
ſaid that people ſhall not enter into the Kingdom 
ot Heaven: Theſe we muſt endeavour to con- 
ince of the great Danger of continuing in ſuch 
a condition, we muſt ſhew them the Deftruftion 
and Miſery thar is before them, except they re- 
pent, and put them upon Flying immediately 
from the wrath that is to come. © 
OTHERS, are Happily Born again, The 
od of their Fathers hath met with them, and 


hey may fear him for ever, Theſe we muſt Feed 
and Strengthen and Encourage, Both the Sheep 
and the Lambs, that they may be built up in 
heir moſt holy Faith unto Eternal Life, 

8 AGAIN, Some are ſtrongly Addicted to theſe 
and thoſe Vicious courſes, They Sin openly and in 
he Sight of the Sun, they declare their Sin as 
Fodom, they hide it not & can even glory in their 
ame, Theſe muſt be .dealt Plainly and Faith- 

ully with & told where theſe things will End in, 
e muſt not be afraid or backward to round 
hem in the Ear with their Wickedneſs and 
olly, Tit. 1. 12, 13- One of themſelves even 4 
Prophet of their own, ſaid, The Cretians are always 
- C 2 Lyars, 


bo - 


given them a new Heart and a new way that 
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Lyars, Evil-beaſts, Slow-bellyes, This witneſs is true; 
Wherefore rebuke them ſharply, that they may be ſound 
in the Faith, > 

AND to Mention no more, Some are Feebl-.l 
minded, caſt down, overburthened with Sorrow, T hejl 
go about from day to day, with heavy Hearts 
whether upon the account of their Sins, or off 
their Afflictions; Theſe muſt be Comfortedi 
Strengthened and Encouraged, we muſt teach 
them & help them to bear up under their Griefs 

and Imitate this Apoſtle, who could ſay of him. 
ſelf, Who i weak and 1 am not weak? Who is off epaci) 
and burn not? Thus the Apoſtle Sums many off 
theſe things together, in x Theſ. 5. 14. Now wi 
exhort you, brethrea,warn them that are unruly, con 
fort the feebleminded, ſupport the weak, be patien 
toward all men. But that is the Firſt, &c. 


II. I am to Conſider, THAT when Miniſter 
do thus rightly Divide the Word of Truth, they mai 
paſs for workmen that need not be aſhamed, Text- 
A workman that needeth not to be aſhamed, right 
Dividing the Word of Truth: When they perfor 
their ſervice, Workman like, whey they are in 
ſome good degree Maſters of their Profeſſion 
when they acquit themſelves worthily in theii 
Stations, Now they may, hold up their Heads 
with confidence. - cores POR 
AS on the one hand, when Minifters groſl 
fail in theſe Points, if they do not underſtand 
their Buſineſs, if they are altogether Incapabl 
of their Undertaking, or are Slack and Remis 
I0 


* 
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rightly to Divide the Word of Truth. x 7 | 
1 Attending to it, they may well Bluſh and be 
\ ſhamed to ſhew their Faces; Why did they 
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und 
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hing about, will Conſcience ſay? So on the other 
and, if they have the Holy Skill and Wiſdom 
ven them from above, rightly to Divide the 
Vord of Truth, tho* Shame may be caſt upon them 
az ſome times the Enemy will endeavour to pour 
ontempt upon the moſt well deſerving, that 
heir hands may be Weakned and their hearts 
diſcouraged, ) yet they need not to be Aſhamed, 
d long as they are conſcious to themſelves that 
y the Aſſiſtance of Divine Grace they have 
2haved themſelves worthily & well. And this 
ill be a great & Singular advantage to them, at 
ree ſeaſons Eſpecially. | | 
1. WW HEN they are Aſperſed, unjuſtly Cenſure 
d run Down by Ignorant and Fooliſh men. This 


iter in ſometimes happen, ſo long as the Tongues 
mat men are Looſe and under little or no Govern» 
xt - ent, and perſons of the beſt merit cannot pro- 
ig tile themſelves that they ſnall altogether eſcape 
torngMeir Laſh, Even John the Apoſtle had an Inſolent 
Ire ii Piotr ephes, prating againſt him with Malicious words, 
\honFometimes, even the meaneſt of the People will 
their themſelves up for Judges and take upon them 


lead cenſure the Diſcourſes which they hear, ſome- 


ing or other they will be ſure to find fault 


zroll ith, if it doth not happen to ſuit and pleaſe 
ſtanqpem, Or if it be only to keep their malignant 
pew? iſpoſitions in exerciſe, and they will be open 
em) 


d vehement and harſh in their cenſures too, 


They 


eddle with that which they underſtood no= - 
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They will run them down at no rate & aſperſeſ 
them in all companyes; but if they have rightly 
Divided the Word of Truth & Acquitted them 
ſelves well in the ſtation of the Miniſtry, They 
need not Value all that they can ſay, They have 
no need to be Aſhamed, but they may bind ſuchl 
kind of Aſperſions and reproaches to their head 
as 4 Crown, as proceeding from People of no. 
Judgment and think with the Apoſtle. 2 Cor. 
12. 11, — For I ought to have been Commended «| 

Tou — | 

2.0 HEN they come Seriouſly to Reviſe & take 6 
View of their omnConduct of themſelves in the work of 
the Miniſtry. This Miniſters muſt and will ſome$ 
times do; as they look over the other parts o 
their Lives, ſo they will reflect upon their Cond 
duct & Behaviour as Miniſters, There are timey 
and occurrences in providence which will put 
them upon recolieting how they have managed} 
Even tho they have no great mind to it, If now} 
they may obſerve that they have been faulty in 
not delivering the whole Counſel of God, Ot 
they have not done it plainly and faithfully 
If they have Neglected their Charge & handle 
the word of God deceitfaly, and not Endeavoured 
by Manifeſtation of the truth to Commend tbemſelvt 
to every mans Conſcience in the ſight of God, If the) 
may Charge themſelves as the Lord by the Progr 
phet doth the Unfaithful Shepherds. Ezek. 3 4-4 
The Diſeaſed have ye not ſtrengthened, Neither hav 
ye healed that which was Sick, neither haue ye boun 
up that which was broken, Neither have ye bro't 46 
| oh 
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erſe at which was driven away, Neither have ye ſought 
ati which was Loſt. They muſt needs bluſh at the 


>membrance of ſuch an Unhappy Conduct and 
hey ot be able to ſtand the ſhock of their Own Re- 
nave edions; Whereas, if now they are conſcious 
ſuchWÞ themſelves that they have rightly Divided 
ade Word of Truth, & given to every one their 
no Portion in due Seaſon, what ever their ſucceſs 
Cor Ray have been, they may be eaſie and ſatisfied | 
ed their own minds, & be able to look themſelves 

the Face with confidence. 


em- 


ate 3. W HEN they come to ſtand before their Lord's 
wk of ibunal and Anſwer for themſelves at his Judgment 
ſome at. Now if they can but truly ſay that they 
rts ofave Conſcienciouſly Attended their Miniſtry, 
Con hat they are pure from the blood of all men; that 
timeWey have taught the will of God plainly & faith- 


ly & Impartially (And God, who Searcheth the 
art and is Acquainted with every mans work, 


] put 
aged 


now Wows well whither they ſay true) It wil} yield 

lty inÞem a moſt- unſpeakable Support and Comfort 

d, O ad it will not fail of its Reward. Mat. 24. 45, © 

ul, 47. Who then is à faithful and wiſe Servant--- ' 

andleileſſed à that Servant whom his Lord when he Cometh 

oured al find ſo Doing, Verily I ſay unto you, that he 

nſel vo! make him ruler over all his goods. 

f theſf WHERE AS Eternal Bluſhing and Confu- 

e Proßyn will cover them at that Day who have been 

C. 34. WT reacherous and Unfaithful in their Work, and 

er han! their -pretences of having Suſtained a ſacred 

e bouniWbaraQer and Propheſied in Chrifts Name, will 

t 46 > 10 far from yielding them any Comfort, 
10 


chat 


EY demnation. 


that it will Contribute to their greater f Cor 


III. Tam to Conſider, TH AT the Princip 4 
Aim of "Miniſters in this their rightly Dividing th 
Word of Truth, ſhould be to Approve themſelves 't 
God. Text, Study to ſhew thy Self Approved unt 
GOD, a Workman, &c. The Approbation | 
Men ( eſpecially if they be wiſe and good Men 
as it is not to be Rejected & Deſpiſed, ſo neithe 
is it to be overvalued. This we ſhould not pro 
pound to ourſelves as our end, nor make it out 
aim, for what do their Praiſes & Commendationg 
Signity ? To have a number of People crying 
us up for Rare Preachers, Eloquent Orators 
Strong and Fair Diſputants, Faithful Paſtors and 
the Like, (tho' their Witneſs may be true and 
there may be ſomething within us that is toꝗ; 
apt to be taken with it, yet) what good doth it 
do us ? It is but a little popular and Vain Breath 
The ſame People may Cry us as much down tq 
morrow, However, both they & we are paſſing of 
f theStage,Both the Praiſers & the Praiſed muſt g 
down together to the Duſt. This conſideratio 
alone is enough to cure our fondneſs for th 
approbation of men; But the Approbation © 
GOD is worth the ſeeking after, & we may we 
have that in our eye, while we behave ourſelve 
as we ought in our 'Miniftry, 

1. BEC AUSE it brings abundance of Real an 
Subſtantial Bleſſings along with it. To be Approve 
of GOD is the utmoſt that need to be defire: 

tC 


— — 
a . te. Ye 


be 


eh fo „ Divide the Word of Truth. Vr 


make us happy, Such an one can never be 
iſerable; For bis Approbation, doth not 
ie ours) conſiſt meerly in ſmooth & plauſible 
Words, high Encomiums, or an Inward, yet empty 


ci 
2 0 eem, but it is productive of all good to the 
e; rſons Approved of; While he approves he 
unt Neſſeth, The Commendation of our Lord & Maſter 


accompanied with all. the real Tokens 'of his 
avour ; It will ſtand us in ſtead both Living and 


5 ying ind be uſeful to us in this World and in the 
proWex:, This brings me to | 
- ou 2-BECAUSE it will be given in 4 very Critical | 
tion ture, when it will be as much as our Lives & all is 


ine: to be Di ſapproved by him. The Lord will ap- 
oe of them who have ſtudied to ſhew them- 
lves workmen that need not be aſhamed, right- 


8 and 

e and Dividing the Word of Truth, at the Hour 
s toll Death and the Day of Fudgment, which are very 
th iMritical times indeed, when mensEſtates are to be 


cided to all Ecernity and they muſt receive ac- 


n ti dino to their Worzs, To be Owned by him now, 
ig i fl us with Joy, Conſolation and good hope, 
iſt g hereas to be Diſowned now, it will throw us 
atiolliro the utmoſt Confuſion. 

th 3- BECAUSE this Approbation a God, wben i it is 


ce heſtomed will be Continued to us for Ever. Mens 
pprobation is like themſelves, Kelle and Uncer- 
in; Without ground, many times, they will high- 
A pplaud perſons, And for no reaſon their Ap- 
auſes ſhall be changed into Reproaches & Cen- 
res ; what they Cry up now will be out of date 
ich them in A little Time, They that Cry Fo- 

D ſanna, 
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anna, to day, may Cry as loud Cracify,to morron 

But whom God Approves, he. always, approve 

and they ſhall ſtand in his ſight and Dwell in h 
preſence for Ever, 


4 IV. Kody Laſtly. 3 to Conſider, TH A) 
. Miniſters ſhould — 5 give Diligence & uſe their b 
Endeavozr; that they may be ſuch Workmen, as Ne! 
not be aſhamed, rightly Dividing the Word of Trul 
Text, Study, &c. They ſhould labour to furnill 
themſelves with Miniſterial gifts & graces all th 
while that they have it in their tho'ts. to devot 
themſelves to this Sacred work, And even aft 
they have been Fudged Faithful &% put into the Mi 
niſtry, they ſhould labour ſtill to grow & 8 
more and more in theſe things 


T Wo or three things ſeem to be Couche 
in this Term. 


t. TH 4 T it will Coſt a man ſome pains 6 Stul 
to be any thing Eminent in the Miniſterial Profeſſu 
Miniſters in our Times be not Immediately i 
ſpired, Qualified & ſent forth into the Vineyard 
And thoſe- few Crazed and ſoft headed Perſo: 
that pretend to be ſo, do commonly make ſuc 
wretched Work of it, that we may know fro! 
thence their pretences to be Vain ; Our Accon 
pliſkments muſt be gained, by much Study, Dill 
gence and Prayer to God, We muſt Converſe ir 
timately with the Sacred Scriptures and peru 
thoſe Treatiſes that baſe eg Compoſed 45 


- 


"4 "= 
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ore“ Wiſe, for the Unfolding & Explainiig of! 
nſe divine Writings, & we muſt attend to them 


we make our ſelves Maſters of what they have 
livered ; Even Timothy himſelf, ,tho' He lived 
The Age of Miracles & Inſpiration” was Rx- 


A) 
„ ordinarily affiſted from above, muſt yet Study 
Net | take Pains. T Tim. 4. 13, 14, 15. 716 J come 


e attendance to Reading, to Exhortation, % Doc 
pe, Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was 
en ther by Prophecy, ieh the laying on of the hands» 
he Presbytery: Meditate upon 250% thing, give 
Self wholly to them, that thy profiring 2 
J. Much more muſt Miniſters in out times 
o are deſtitute of theſe Extrabrdmary Aft x 
ces, Labour and take” Pains, Study, Meditate: 
| Pray, as ever they would Hope to be any” 
ng Eminent and Shine in their Office. 
. THAT with Care, Study and — enlhu 
„ we may happily ie x ſome tolerable Still,. 


Suh ro divide the Word of Truth. Where there 
y thing of a Genius for the Work, God is 
y iht 25 Bleſs the Diligent and Iadufttions} while 
Foo flothfat*and careleſs, never arrive to any 


ug that is Excellent; we have ſeen Inſtances 
both kinds, in this" Land 3 Some that have 
lt with aSlack hand, have remained 4 in à Deſer- 
| obſcurity & Neglect; But on the other hand, 
w many Burning & ſhining Lights hath God ſer 
in che art of his Church? Men that by their 
earied Studies have attained to uncommon 
ompliſnments & done a great deal of Service 
their Lord and Maſter in their Day, The 
D 2 | Lord 
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Lord al us that remain to Imitate their Dil 
gence, that we alſo may do ee in our Da 
and Generation. 

3. THAT when Miniſters are cither neceſſari 
Conſtrainod, or thro their own Sloth do ſurceaſe the 
Endeavoury of this Nat are, their Miniſtrations. will | 
Poor, | Weak and Indifferent. It may ſoon; be pe! 
ceived by their Performances, whether the 
have uſed Study and a commendable Diligen 
& Endeavour in their Preparations 3 Sometime; 
it hath ſo happened, that Miniſters have bee 
Araitned for Leiſure, They have been Neceſſari 
taken off from their workzta Provide for their omi 
the things Needful for this Life, leſt they ſhoul 
ſhew themſelves worſe than Infidels, They hay 
been Incumbred with care and concern abou 
their Subſiſtance, how they ſhould anſwer thi 
Deht, how they ſhould procure this or th; 
needful ſupply ; from which care, their peop 
(among whom they have ſerved) ought to hat 
freed them, & then they have not ſhewed the 
ſelves ſuch Workmen, their Diſcourſes have nc 
ſmelt ſo much of the Lamp, as they were wont 
do, nor can it be expected that they ſhould An 
others: ot promiſing Abilities who have ſet ot 
wel) and rþiſed large Expeftations concernin 
them, bave — Slackned their Ende: 
vours without any Neceſſity, & then they cou 
do but little ſervice, their Miniſtrations ba 
been Flat, Inſipid and Lifeleſs, and they hai 
ſcarce Profeted the People at a4... 


THIS. may ſerve Ow ee ae 


2 — 
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THESE 9 are Capable of very a 
nprovement, and may furniſh us with very pro- 
table Inftrultions. It may Teach the Miniſters 
the Goſpel-to keep ExaQly to their rule & not 


peiſſh vend Fables and Traſh, inſtead ot the ſubſtans 
thefWal Truths of Gods Word; It may inform. them 
gene hat conſtant need they have of Help & Aſſiſ- 
imeWnce from above in ſach a Weighty & Important 
bee Vork as theirs is; It may drive them to & keep 
Tariem ſtill upon their knees, and it ſhould engage 


he Prayers of their People on their account 


houlWMhat they may come to them ſtill in the fulneſs 
haf the Bleſſing of the Goſpel of Peace; 

abo IF ſhould preſerve them from being * 
th vain glory & gaping after the i & Ar- 


dlauſe of mens 


THEY ſhould Remember that, as they. are. 
mployed about Gods Work, ſo they are fill 


henfWnder His Eye, are accountable to Him and muſt 
ve niit laſt ſtand or fall by His Judgment. And many 
ont Mpther profitable Lellons might be drawn from 
; Anrhat hath been ſpoken, But the only Uſe chat 
t oi chan now make of theſe things, is, 


1. TO Addrefs my ſelf more immediately 
o him who is this day to be ſet apart to the 
Wacred Work of the Miniſtry, Together with the 
reſt of my Reverend Brethren. And, 

2. TO the People in this place among whom 
hiefly this Labourer in the _ Vineyard is 
deligned to Miniſter. ny Fe 2 05 


wy - 


1 | 
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1. 1 ſhall Addreſs my ſelf more Immediately to 
bim, who is this Day to be ſet apart to the Sacred 
Work of the Miniſtry, together with the reſt of my 
| Reverend Brethren here preſent. 

- Sirs, WE have wht what is the Work of the 
Miniffers of the Goſpel, even rightly to Divide 
the Word of Truth, that thereby they may ap- 
prove themſelves to God to be Workmen that 
need not to be aſhamed; Wherefore let us all be 
exhorted to Study and Endeavour for this, 23 
far as our Weakneſſes and Infirmities and the] 
Multiplyed Incumbrances of Living, wall give 
us leave. 

THERE is a rich Treaſure put into theſe 
Earthen Veſſels, Let it be our care to Diftributef 
and Diſpenſe it out to every one, as good Steward; 
of the manifold Grace of God, We are placed, as it 
were, in an Hoſpital (being Sick indeed ourſelves 
&conſequently needing the healing Hand of the 
great Phyſician ) yet we are a ſort of under-Phy- 
ſicians, who muſt as we are able, regard the Ma- 
ladies of the Flock and apply the proper Reme- 
dies Seaſonably, to the beſt of our skill, accord- 
ing to the Preſcriptions of the Word'; With 
ſome we may deal more Roughly, their caſe re- 
quires it, But others muſt be managed with a 
more Gentle & Tender Hand; The Lord make 
us all able Miniſters of the new Teſtamint, that by 
| Manifeſtation of the Truth, we may Approve our ſelves 
to every ones Conſcience i in the ſight of God, 

| THE Work is exceeding great and it is to 
be feared, that few of us attend it as we _ 

or, 


pF 


'Worrupting or Suppreſſing of the Truth. _ - - 
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or, who is Safficient for theſe things? The Lord be 
erciful to the Failings, Defetts & Shortcomings 


f His Servants who deſire to Fear and Love His 


ame. And grant us ſuch Grace, that however 


e may come ſhort, thro* unavoidable Infirmity 
Ir the violence of Temptation, or an. Impoſſibili- 
of doing every thing in places of ſuch large 


xtent, as are now a days put under one mans - 
1ſpection & Care, yet that we may not be found 


zuilty at the Laſt of a more criminal Negligence, 


unaccountable Sloth, or a wicked Perverting, 


THAT we may not with that Wicked an 


, lot hful Servant, mentioned in the Goſpel, in the 
Way when our Lord ſhall come and reckon witb 
Ys Servants, return Him His one Talent again, 


rapt up in a Naplix and almoſt Devoured with 
ſt for want of uſe, with that ſhort. and pert 
nſwer, Lo, here thou haſt that which was thine. 
ut may happily be found to have lmitated thofe 
ther good Servants, who by their Induftry-and 


ccupying till their Lord come, had doubled his 


oney and heard that heart-chearing return up- 
n it, Well done good and faithful Servants you have 
en faithful in a few things, I will make you ruler 
inf many things, Enter ye into the Foy of your 
ard. | © | 

AS for us, who have for ſome time been Im- 
loyed as Labourers in our Lords Vineyard, in 
ealneß & Fear and in much Txembling, We could 
iy many things about thoſe Difficulties, Tryals 
id Temptations we have met with, and what 
| a 


— 


28 The Work of Miniſters. 
a great ſight of Aſlictions we have Endured, whi 
we have been called forth to Encounter wit 
Ignorance and Prejudice, Miſtakes and Obſtina 
Pride, En vy and Prophaneneſs, the Lufts of Men an 
the wiles of the Devil; while we have been force 
to paß through Honour and Diſhonour, evil Repy 
and good Report, and in theſe and ſuch like thing 

'to _ Aeprove ourſelves ſtill as the Miniſte 
' of God. | © i6 
780 7. be not thou Diſcouraged, our dei 
Brother, go in thu thy might and be ftrong in ti 
Grace which u in Chriſt Feſus;, Enter thou allo in 
the Vineyard, Clothed with Humility, Burning 
with Zeal, Shining in Wiſdom, Armed with Pal 
tience, Fortifyed with Reſolution and relyin 
Intirely upon a Superiour Strength and Grat 
to carry thee thro? al) Services, and Suffering 
never Doubting, but that our Gracious Lord an 
Mafter, who is now calling you forth into hi 
Service, will afford you his Bleſſed Preſence an 
Aſſiſtance, Since, in the day when he was abou 
to leave the World, and gave Charge, Direct 
ons and Orders to his Diſciples, he promiſed tt 
be with his Servants always, even to the End of t| 
World. For God is not aumindful of our Work an 
Labour of Love, the Diligence and Faithfulnel 
which hisServants ſhew ; You may indeed be pu 
to ſtay a while for your full reward, but whe 
the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, 'you ſhall receive 
Crown of Glory that fadeth not away. 6 
2. | ſhall Addreſs my ſelf, to the People in thi 
Place among whom chiefly, tha Labourer chat is not 
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yo be Wat of  Midiflers; + 
ging the hearts of their. Teachers and that t 
Word of Truth maybe the more rightly & ſu 
Ne e and fo i thall Conclude. | 

110 2 98 

14 rod muſt not fufter hit to want any thing f 
bs Temporai Support. For how can it be ſuppoſt 
that Miniſters ſhould (as they ought) ſhew the 
| ſelves Warkmen that need not to be aſhamed, right 
Dividing the Nord of Truth, when their beads 4 
fd with Tho'ts & cheinkbavrs with Car es, how the 
ſhall Subſiſt themſelves & their Families, or kee 
off their Creditors from coming to take all that th 
have; This is a moſt Melancholy ſtate of thing 
and a Vaſt Hinderance to a due attendance upo 
the Miniſterial work ; Wherefore let it be yo 
part, Honeſtly & punctually to ſupply & relies 
him againſt any ſuch Temporal Straits & Want 
that he may be at full Liberty to attend to th 
Care of your precious Souls; Say I theſe things as 
man? Saith not the Scripture alſo the ſame ?. Wm 
tells us that, Even ſo bath the Lord Ordained, th 
they who Preach the Goſpel ſhould Live of the Goſpe 
That they who are taught in the Ward: ſbould Comm 
nicate to him that teatheth in all good things, And ti 
Apoſtle Paul tells People that if Miniſters Som un 
them Spiritual things, it is hut a ſmall matt or if theyre 
their Carnal things, It is not a proportional I. 
rumpence for the Benefit which they receive fro 
their Faithful Miniſters, To be ſure then the 
ought not to begruteh or withold ſo much as thi 
And abundance of Paſſages there be of the {a 
Nature, ſeatter d chi#dut n the T * 
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rightly to Divide the Word Truth. 3 
at tha N D here, cannot help obſerving ( how- 
& ſul r Invidious it may ſeem and ſome may think 
2. t it looks too much like pleading our own 
1 ſe, which will ſcarce be allowed us to do) 
ing t it is Probable, that a great part of that Diſ+ 
ppoleWaſure, which God in his Providence hath Ma- 
then feſted againſt the Country, is owing to that Diſ- 
riguigenious Treatment which they who ſerve them 
ds the Concerns of their Souls, have met with, 
v thefWd that People would thrive a great deal more, 
r keeſſhch in their Temporal & Spiritual Intereſts, if they 
at thiWnded their hand in this point; I am ſure it 
things ſo in old Time. Mal. 4. 8,---12, Will 4 man 
upoſ God ? yet ye have robbed me but ye ſay, Wherein 
e yo we robbed thee ? Is tithes and offerings, Te are 
relie % with à curſe : for ye have robbed) me, even this 
ole nation Bring ye all the tithes into the ſtore» 
ſe, that there may be meat in mine houſe, and 
ve me now berewith, ſaith tbe LO R of hoſts, if 
ll not open you the windows of heaven, and pour 
out 4 bleſſing, that there ſhall not be room enough 
receive it. And ] will rebuke the devourer for yar 
tes, and he ſhall not deſtroy the fruits of yur grand; | 
ther ſhall your wine caſt her fruit before the time in 
field, 72 the LORD of beſts. And all nut ion: 
ll cell you bleſſed : ſor ye ſhall' be 4 Ae; land, 
th — LORD: of Ons og. gui bt 
"BR. 300 tots 93 Fo W vs 
the 2. w HATE ER Dallrine he Deliver, what. 
ay” Diſcipline he Exerciſet hi thut is agreable to the 
riptures 0 that infallible Rule) muſ bau your 
and ation i lee 
* 2 | YOU 
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35 ns The Wark of Minifters, : 


vou into the Publick, neither nouriſha Diſput 


Jour Souls. 


Peo le were thorowly Converted, and that wal 
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not he ae up in their Impieties or * 


vo muſt not come to hear in a captio 
Manner, nor bring any rooted Prejudices wit 


cious and Quarrelſom Diſpoſition, but agreab 
to the Apoſtles Direction, with Meekneſs y 
muſt receive the Ingrafted word, which is able to ſa 


WH what heart can Minifters Preac 
when their People are ſtill upon the Catch, wait 
ing to pick up Matter for Quarrel & Diſpute 
Farther, While he ſhall) Endeavour to give t 
Every one their portion, Your Concurrence wi 
be Neceſſary to render i it more Effeftual z Whe 
he ſhall aim at the Converſion of Sinners and tl 
Edification of Saints, Vou muſt wiſh him, God ſpeci 

and pray to God to make this Word Effettuil 
Would to God (may you ſay) that all the Lord 


ing in the Fear of God & Comfort of the Holy Gho 
they may ſtill be multiplied ; When be ſhall giv 
words of Counſel & 1 to the differentSon 
& Ages of People, You ſhould follow them wit 
your more private Endeavours that they may 
Crowned with Succeſs: When he Comforts il 
feeble- minded & tries to heal them that are broke 
with .Griefs & Afflictions, You muſt alſo lend a 
helping hand and be as thoſe that Comfort ti 
Mourners. And Principally, when he Admoniſ 
eth'Open Offenders & Endeavours to bring them t 
Repentance, You muſt ſo carry it that they may | 
Comwnced af all and Judged of all; Sinners mul 


on, | ol 


rightly to Divide the Word of Truth. 33 a 


1ptiofMons Diſcipline by making party's in their Defence 
s Willecaufe they are Relations or Friends or Neighbours, 
ſpurl! muſt appear to be on the Lord's fide, who is 
zreabWheater and better and nearer to us all, than any 
fs yWriends whatſoever and whoſe honotr ſhould ly 
to ſaſarer to our hearts, than the Eaſe or Quiet or 


eputation of any of our Relations or Acquain- 


Freacince ; You ſhould in ſuch Caſes imitate the Zeal 


„wait Impartiality of the Children of Levi, who ex- 
ſpute 7 themſelves Couragiouſly in God's Quarrel 
zive of whom Moſes bears this Honourable Tefti- 
ce vikony, in, Deut. 33:9 Who ſaid unto bis Father & 
Whey bis Mother, I have not ſeen him, Neither did he ac- 
1d thiWronledge his Brethren, nor know his own Children, For 
4 /peeiWpey have Obſerved thy Word & kept thy Covenant. 
ettul PARTICULARLY, In Admiſſion into & 
LordWxcommunication out of the Church, Your Hand 
t wal Would ſtill be with him for the promoting of Order, 
S lvancing the intereſt of Chriſt's' Kingdom and the 
al) gi ung an Efficacy to the Exerciſe of Diſcipline, And 
it Sortflot by an Unaccountable' Stiffneſs,” affect to lay 
m wikÞbſtruQions- in the way of thoſe who are Ap» 
may Hroaching to the Lord's Table, after a dueExami- 
orts i ation hath been had of their Qualifications, and 
brokeſho juſt reaſon (that will bear the ſcanning) eat 
lend ae alledged to hinder their Admiſſion (as ſome 
ort t ave done, whither to fhew their odd & ftabborn 
moni Humour, Or elſe to try to what height their 
them ower of Priviledge might be carried) Nor yet 
may hen any, by their Obſtinacy in ſome Open Faule: 
s mullnd refuſing to be Reclaimed, have juſtly Expoſed * 
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7 bemſelve to the Awful Cenfure of Exeommunicas 
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The Work of Miniſters, 
tion, ſhould any Combine in their Defence or ſhe 
them that Countenance, which they are oblige 
to do to ſuch a wall Orderly, For the Effica 
of this Genſure doth very much depend upon t 
Carriage of their Brethren towards them after 
ward, who ſhould remember the words of ou 
Saviour, Let him be to thee as an Heathen ar 4 Pu 
lican Mat. 18.17. Or thoſe, 1 Cor. 5 11. But now 
have written unto you, not to keep Company, if. an 
man that is called a; Brother be a Fornicator, or ( 
tous, or an Idolator, or 4 Railer, or a Drunkand,, 1. 
Extortioner, with ſuch an one, no not to Eat. 
thoſe, in, 2 Theſ. 3-14. And if any man Obey n 
our word, by this Epiſtle (he had juſt been ſpeakin 
of Idle People, Buſic-bodies & Diſorderly walkers 
Note that man and have no Company with him that | 
mey be Aſbamed: In theſe and ſuch like reſped 
ſhould your hands be with your Paſtor,” Ocher 
wiſe it will be long of You, if the Workman, oh 
would fain rightly divide the Ward l rut 
r of Suecels, | D e af 
3. ABOVE hn mf tele care re that on Pr 
8 may appear, and that his Labour he not li 

on. For it is a moſt Diſcouraging thing t 
8 Propheſying to the Wind, to be for eve 
0 row uh — to the ſenſeleſs Rocks, t. 
Preach-from year to year to them who will nc 
mind us or regard any thing that we ſay; Witt 
what a Melancholy Air do the Prophets ma 
theſe kind of Complaints ! Iſa. 494 44 Then I {ai 
I bave Laboxred fin, I have ſpent wth 
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rightly to Divide the Word of Trath. 3 
ſhe gbr & in Vain. Iſa. 5 3-1. Nhe bath believed our 
ige :? and to whom is the Arm of the Lord revealed? 


Rear. 20.9. Then | ſaid, I will not make mention of him, 
n th Heak any more in bis Name. | | | 
after BUT, Beloved, We are perſwaded better things 
df ol 


You & things which accompany Salvation, tho we 
s ſpeak, 6 | | 
wa EREFORE, Let your Profiting daily 
ppear, and this way Endeavour to Strengthen 
8 & Encourage the heart of your worthy 
om you have Choſen, And let us all 
ay that the Seed which ſhall be ſown in this 
ce, may evcr fall upon good ground, that it may 
ing up & bear fruit, ſome Thirty, ſome Sixty, ſome 
Hundred-fold, That in the Day when the Lord 
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ay be found that this & that & the other Perſon, 
a great Numbers of People were born here, So 
all both You and jour Paſtor rejoice together in the 
yy of Chriſt ; He, that he hath not Laboured and 
in Vain, and Yor, that you were enabled to 
ar as you dught, to receive & hold faſt & per- 
ere in the paths of Truth and Holineſs to 
A. „ 
ning NO the God of Peace, that brought again from 
or evi: Dead, the Lord Jeſws Chriſt, the great Shepherd 
cks, the Sheep, through the blood of the Everlaſting Co- 


our Pri 
Not lol 


vill noant, make you all perfect in every good work, to do 
3 Wich will, working in you that which i well pleaſing in 
ts mak Sight, through Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be glory for 
] ſailſper and Ever. AMEN © 
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all write up the People and count over his Jewels, it 
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